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Of SerTLiNG ad Marins 
Nova SCOTIA. 


S8 the ſettling of Vova 
B Scotia has been the ſub- 
wal Jet of a great deal 

, BY of diſcourſe - fince the 

wacluficn of the general peace, 

and conſiderable ſums of money 


have been granted by parliament 


fort carrying on that ſettlement, 
doubt not but ſome account of 


Han. . that 


e eee 
that colony would be Avis 


to the publick. 


And I ſhall, for method-ſake, 
proceed in my account of it in the 
following order : 


Firſt, Give ſome account of its 
inhabitants ; 


* Secondly „Of its ay way 
ſoil ; 


Thirdl ly, Of its growth and | 


progrels ; 


 Fourthly, Shew of what grea 

importance it is to preſerve it 354 
fallin g into the hands of the Frenchʒ 
And, 


4 


L 5 


And, Fifthly, Shew ſome of the 
advantages that will accrue to the 
Engliſh from the ſettling of that 
colony. * 


Firſt, then, its inhabitants. 


It will be needleſs for me to 
trace back the ſeveral nations 
that have been maſters of that 
country, but it ſhall ſuffice to ſay, 
that the Scots were once maſters of 
it, from whence it deriv'd its pre- 
ſent name of Nova Scotia, or New 
Scotland ; that in the rei gn of 
King Charles the ſecond it was 
ceded to the French, who called 
it Accadie, and remained 1n the 
B 2 hands 


[6] 
hands of the French till the year 
17 10, in the reign of Queen Anne, 
when it was reduced to the Eng- 
liſb by an army from New Eng. 


land under the command of Ge- 
neral 1V. ieol/on; 


Upon the capitulation of tho 
garriſon of Port Royal, ſince call'd 
Annapolis Royal, in honour to 
Queen Anne, the inhabitants ob 
tained leave to continue in the 
poſſeſſion « of their eftates, and en- 
joyment of their religion, (which' 
is that of the Roman catholick) 
only upon taking an oath of fide- 
lity to the Queen, and paying a 

ſmall quit- rent, as an acknow- 
led gement to the crown; to be 
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allowed in time of war to ſtand 
neuter, neither to be obliged to 
take up arms for the Engliſb, nor 
allow'd to do it for the French; 
and remain there upon thoſe rr. 
ditions to this day. 


| 185 that, notwithſtanding we 
had conquered the whole coun- 
try, it was ſtill inhabited by the 
French, except the garriſon of 
Annapolis Royal, and a ſmall ſet- 
tlement on the iſland of Canſeau, 
for carrying on a fiſhery. 


As the government was wholl y 
military, the French inhabitants 
never brought any of their dif- 
ferences amongſt each other to be 


de- 
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decided by the Engliſh, but al- 
ways ſubmitted them to the de- 
ciſion of the prieſts, who were 
their ſole temporal as well as - 
ritual judges. 


However, they were obliged 
annually to chooſe a deputy in 
each diſtrict to ſend to Annapo- 
lis to receive the Governor's com- 

mands, as an acknowledgment 
of their ſubjection to the Eng- 


Thus we were maſters of this 
extenſive country for forty years, 
without ten Engliſh families, (ex- 
cept thoſe of the garriſon) in the 
whole country, ſo little was this 
| valuable 


TY)! 
valuable colony attended to, till 


in the late war the French, by 
their frequent attempts to reduce 
it, have ſhewn us how hi ghly 
they priz'd1 it, and of what im- 

portance they knew the acquiſition 
of it would be to them. How much 
then is it our intereſt to preſerve ? 


But of that in its place. 


Next, of its extent and ſoil. 


The extent of Mova Scotia is 


very great, it ſtretches along the 
ſea-coaſt, eaſt and weſt, for full 
an hundred leagues, and about 
forty leagues north and ſouth, ſo 
that it contains many millions of 
acres of ground: it is the north- 
_ caltern- 


10 
eaſternmoſt of all his majeſty's 
colonies on the continent of Ame- 
rica; it is bounded on the eaſt 
by Cape Breton, on the weſt by 
New England, and on the north 
by the great river of Sr. Laws 
rence. £199 dH blue 11 10 
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There is no part of Worth 
America where they can boaſt of 
a more fertile ſoil, or any land 
that will produce grain -with fo 
little labour, even without the 


common labour of manurin 8 of 
land. 


The method by: which the 
French inhabitants improve theit 
lands is as follows: in the bay 

of 


* 


[114 
of Fundy (where all our French 
inhabitants are ſettled) there 1s a 
very great flow of the tide, per- 
haps as great as in any part of 
the world; it riſes full fix fathoms 
perpendicular, which overflows a 
vaſt deal of their low lands, to 
prevent which they raiſe dikes or 
dams, compoſed of timber and 
clay, which effectually keeps out 
theſea ; and upon theſe low lands 
it is that they ſow their wheat, 
rice, oats, peas, and flax, graze 
their cattle, and mow their hay; 
and theſe marches extend along 
the ſhore, in ſome places, for ſeven 
or eight miles in length, and a 
mile wide; ſo that you have at 
C one 


W 


I; - | Fi 12 J 
I! one view fields of many 3 


acres of 8 


bi | When they find the land wants 
manure they open ſome of the 
dikes, and let in the ſea; the natural 
ſalt that is in the water, and the 
ſea-weeds that overflows the land, 

enriches it greatly; fo that it is 
ſufficiently manur'd by opening 
the dikes once: in three or four 
years, and that only for a few 
tides. 


As theſe lands are very fertile, 
the inhabitants raiſed much more 
grain than they could conſume; 

ſo that they have whos very 


con- 


* 
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[ 13 ] 
conſiderable quantities to the other 
colonies, ſometimes ten thou- 
ſand buſhels in a year, and many 
thouſand yards of linnen- cloth, 
made from their flax, and ſome 
hundred head of cattle annually; 
which ſhews what the country is 
capable of producing, had it been 
in any other hands but thoſe of 
the indolent French, who: don't 
work ſcarce above half the year, 
on account of their fuperftitious 
W 8 8 


As n find 1t ſo much to their 
adn to improve theſe low 
lands, they have not cleared a 
ape n of the _ -land, only 

| © 2 juſt 
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Juſt enough for their orchards and 
gardens for raiſing their roots, 
which exceed any in America 
both for largeneſs and taſte; and 
they have ſome flouriſhing or- 
chards, and begin to make ſyder, 
and ſugar they make from the 
maple· juice. Y 


In many parts of the country 
there are very good - maſts for 
ſhipping, and oak for the build- 
ing of ſhips. In the bay of Fundy 
there are variety of coals, ſufh- 
cient to ſupply all America with 
fael ; and there is very good rea- 
ſon to believe there are ſome va- 
luable mines in the country, as 


there bas been ſome copper ore 
found 


W ww 


[15 ] 
found already ; but whether there 
are mines in the land or not, we 
are ſure of finding mines in the ſea, 
which as the banks are ſituated 
ſo very near for the cod: fiſhery, 


it is an inexhauſtible ſource of 
treaſure. 


Next, of its growth and pro 
de e, 1 


In che year 1710, when Nova 
Scotia was reduced to the Eng- 
liſh, the number of its inhabit- 
ants was but very inconſiderable, 
the whole not exceeding three 
thouſand fouls, and its improve- 
ments but ſmall ; ſince which 
they 


TG] — dab . 
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they have encreaſed to fourteen 


thouſand, in about forty years, 
without the addition of any peo- 
ple from other parts of the world; 
which is a proof that the climate 
is very healthy. 


— 


As I obſerved before, theſe were 
the only inhabitants we had in the 


colony till the arrival of Governor 
Cornwallis, in June, 1749, with 
a fleet from England, with about 


fifteen hundred inhabitants, tod 


ſettle Chebucto, (fince' call'd Ha- 
lifax) which is one of the fineſt 


| harbours in America. The whole 


navy of England may ride in it 
with ſafety: it is remarkable, 
Vor! | that 


< 


T 


i AMC Few 4 Jah: 


UN 


K that in their paſſage, ſrom Eng- 
land they never buried one per- 


ſon out of | fifteen hundred, but 
carried in more than they brought 
out with them, as thete was ſe- 
veral births on the paſſage. The 
year following there came over 
from England, Germany, and our 
colonies, about three, thouſand 
more, which make about eighteen 
thouſand inhabitants in the colo- 
nies, including the French, and 
are daily encreaſing, befides the 
troops, which conſiſt of about two 
thouſand men. 


The improvements that have 
been made in the colonies within 


theſe 


[18] 

theſe laſt two years are ſurprizing 
to every one that has ſeen it, 
which is entirely owing to the 
wiſdom and prudence of the go- 

vernor, who is endowed with every 
qualification requiſite for a perſon 
in his important poſt: but his zeal 
and indefatigable pains, in pro- 
moting every thing that might 
conduce to the good of that colony, 
is too conſpicuous to the world to 
need my imperfect encomiums. 


The town of Halifax i is en- 
cloſed in with paliſadoes of ten 
feet high, and has five baſtions 
where there are cannon mounted, 
which not only — the pan 

does, 


oe 


w r 


11 
does, but commands a large tract 


of ground round the town. With- 
in the town there are about ſix 


hundred houſes, and an hand- 
ſome church; and without the 


gates they have about five hun- 
dred houſes, and an 1 and 
e bout. | 


Hali ax is one of the moſt re- 
gular built towns on that conti- 


nent; it is ſituated upon a fine 


eaſy aſcent from the harbour; the 
riſe is ſo very gradual, that from 
every houſe in the town they may 
have a fine prof pea of the har- 
jy pour The houſes are laid out in 


* D ſquares, 


[ 26 0 
ſquares, and the ſtreets are e ſixty 
feet wide. = | 


On the eaſt fide of the vt 
bour, oppoſite to Halifax, is the 
town of Darimouth, which con- 
_ tains about one hundred and fifty 
houſes, and a ſmall fort, for their 
defence againſt the natives. The 
greateſt part of the fiſh is made 
upon the iſland, near the mouth 
of the harbour, and upon Point 
Plzaſant, about three miles to the 
ſouthward of Halifax, where the 
air proves Ry good for the 12 90 
ing the aid. 


The 


[ ar] 


; ks, Po year rn was + clams 
. i ſail of ; veſſels, from twenty 
q to ſaventy tons, employed 1 in the 
cod-fiſhery,, which caught about 
twenty-five thouſand quintals of 
fiſh.; and they have a proſpect of 
making much more this ſeaſon, as 
they have many more veſſels em- 
ployed in the fiſhery. At the 


miles — Hal ifax, i 1s * Se- 
ville, where there is a ſaw-mill 
erected upon a freſh- water ri- 
ver, at Piziquid; about thing 
miles farther in the country is 
Fort Edward, and at Mi inis, fi 
he teen miles farther, is another fort. 
| | D 2 The 
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The two laſt are placed juſt in the 
center of our French ſettlements, 
which effectually keeps the inha- 
bitants in awe. At the head of the 
bay of Fundy, between that and the 
bay of Vert, upon a narow iſth- 
mus, of but a few miles acroſs, 
15 the garriſon of Checonecto, where 
they have about eight hundred 
men in garriſon. As this iſthmus 
is very narrow, which the Indi- 
ans muſt paſs to come at any of 
our ſettlements, (which are all 
upon the peninſula) this fort de- 
ters them greatly from coming 
down 2090-4 our ſettlements , for 


ene ſear 
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fear of being intercepted in their 


retreat; ſo that there has been 
ſcarce an inſtance of any 1 ndians 
being ſeen on the peninſula ſince 
that fort has been erected u * 
on iſthmus.” BIT 


Al. et forts have been built 
within theſe laſt two years, be- 
ſides a conſiderable one upon an 


iſland near the mouth of the har- 


bour of Halifax; and, if they 
are ſufficiently ſupported from 
E gland, they will be able, in a 
ſhort time, not only to defend 
themſelves againſt a land. force, 
but even an enemy by ſea, the im- 

RY portance 


[ 24] 
portance' of which I ſhall neat 
propped: to awe: 12H" of” Tarts 


The French have upon all oc- 
caſions, during the late war, de- 
monſtrated the great deſire they 
had of being again maſters of 
MVoua Scotia, by their W een 
ee to mute: it. | 


Upon the firſt ane of 
the war they took Canſeau, and 
burnt it, and then came imme · 
diately and laid ſiege to Anna- 
polis Royal ; and had it not been 
timely reinforced from New Eng 
land, would certainly have taken 
it, as the garriſon at that time 

5 was 


[ 25 ] 
was very weak, and the work 
very much out of repair. e 


In the year #745 they made 
another attempt, with an army 
from Canada ; but upon their 
hearing that Cape Breton was be- 
ſieged, they immediately march'd 
off towards their affiſtance. 


The year following, the ſtrong- 
eft fleet the French have had in 
America for many years, under 
the Duke D'. Anville, arrived at 
Cbebucto, and it ſeems their or- 
ders were firſt to reduce Mova 
Scotia, before they attempted 
either Lowisbourg or Boſton, 

as 


L 261 
as well knowing it to be the 
moſt valuable acquiſition, and 
that it would greatly facilitate 
the reduction of the others. But 
their meeting with ſuch contrary 
winds upon their paſſage from 
France, being upwards of an hun- 
dred days before they arrived, 
rendered their men ſo very ſickly, 
that they were not in a condition 
to undertake any thing; and 
after burying, about fifteen hun- 
dred of their men, amongſt 
which number was the two com- 
manding officers, they -return'd 
home without m _ un 
at all. 122 1 85 
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Was the French to make thent- 
ſelves Maſters of /Vova' Scotia, it 
would be not only the ruin of 

New England, but of almoſt all 

dur colonies on the continent; our 

preſent neutral inhabitants, who 
have always ſhewn their deſire of 
being united to the French, by 
always ſaccouring the enemy in 
their ſeveral attempts againſt us. 

Theſe, I ſay, we muſt expect 

would immediately declare for tho 

French, which would ſtrengthen 

them greatly, by adding neat 

four thouſand hardy * men 
to theit number. 
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as well knowing it to be the 
moſt valuable acquiſition, and 


that it would greatly facilitate 


the reduction of the others. But 
their meeting with ſuch 3 
winds upon their paſſage from 
France, being upwards of an hun- 
dred days before they arrived, 
rendered their men fo very ſickly, 
that they were not 1n a condition 


to undertake any thing; and 


after burying about fifteen hun- 
dred of their men, amongſt 
which number was the two com- 
manding officers, they return'd 
home without ue * n 
at all. 112 wort 85 


4 — 
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Was the Prench to make them- 
ſelves Maſters of Vo Scotia, it 
would be not only the ruin of 

New England, but of almoſt all 
our colonies on the continent; our 
preſent neutral inhabitants, who 

have always ſhewn their deſire of 
being united to the French, by | 
always ſaccouring the enemy in 
their ſeveral attempts againſt us. 

Theſe, I ſay, we muſt expect 

would immediately declare for tho 

French, which would ſtrengthen 
them greatly, by adding neat 

four thouſand hardy * men 
to cheit number. | 
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The fituation of Canada is 
ſuch, that it runs along upon the 
back of our ſettlements; for ſe- 
veral hundred miles upon the 
continent, where the French are 
known to be numerous, and have 
always the Indians at their com- 
mand; and had they Vove Sco- 
tia, which without doubt they, 


according to their known maxim, 


would fortify, and make ſo ſtrong, 
that it would not be eaſy to diſ- 


poſſels them; and our colo- 
nies, in time of war, would be 


_ continually. as it were between 


two fires, vis. | Nova Scotia on 
the eaſt, and Canada on the welt, 


[29] 

that it would be impoſſible to 
carry on our new ſettlements 
on the continent, and all the 
inhabitants muſt remove into the 


. center of the country, or retire 
5 into garriſons, to the utter ruin 
> of many thouſand families ; and 
q as Moua Scotia is y Hl ſo 
ö near the fiſhing banks, they 
7, would be able to ruin all our 
» 3 fiſhery j in that part of the world, 
z, which is a very great and — 

tageous branch of trade to the 


Engliſh. It lies fo very near the 
courſe of all our ſhipping going 
from and coming to Europe, they 
would be able in a great meaſure 
to ruin that trade by their priva- 

1 E 2 teers: 


„ 
teers: here they would have a 
commodious place of rendezyous 
to make up their fleet, and re- 
freſh their men, within ſixty 
leagues of New England, that we 
ſhould be in continual fear of in- 
vaſions. In ſhort, it may very juſt- 
ly be ſaid of M 008 Scotia, what 
the French ſaid of it when they 
had taken part of it inthe late war, 


7 viz. Canſeau) that it is tle key 
4 all ive 1 75 away: wel 2 * 
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bee are | Gs of che FOR 
quences we might reaſdnably ex- 
pect, was Nova Scotia to fall into 
the hands of the French; which 
I believe my one that 80051 its 
p Aruation 


EY 
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ſituation will agree with me in. 
How much then is it our intereſt 
to preſerve it, ſince the preſerva- 
tion of all our colonies depends ſo 
much upon the ſecurity of that 
one, which 1s a barrier to all the 
others; ſo that if there was no 
other view in the ſettlement than 
the ſafety of our other colonies, it 
would be a very ſufficient motive 
for the ſettling and fortifying of 
Mova Scotia. But that is not the 
only advantage we may expect 
from that ſettlement; for there is 
no colony on that continent pro- 
miſing greater advantages to its 
mother- country; which I ſhall 
next proceed to ſhew. 


I muſt 


TRY. 

"It muſt ts low'd: thas: our co- 
lonies in general are a very great 
advantage to Great Britain, by 
promoting its trade and naviga- 
tion, as they are not only a recep- 
tacle for our ſuperfluous people 
from Great Britain and Ireland, 
but ſor many thouſands of foreign- 
ers, who annually go over from 
Germany, and other parts of Eu. 
rope, which makes a great ad- 


dition to the e and trade of 
_ nation. J 


| Beſides the ad _—— of lg 


ing a great number of foreigners to 


os there, Nova Scotia will be a 
\ great 
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[38] 
great nurſery for ſeamen, a thing 
ſo neceſſary in this nation. The 
act that has lately paſſed in that 
colony ſor the encouragement of 
the cod-fiſhery, whereby a bounty 
of ſix-pence upon every quintal 
of fiſh cur'd there, and ten ſhil- 
lings a ton for every veſſel built in 
the colony, (is to be paid out of a 
fund raiſed by a tax laid upon the 
ſpirituous liquors drank there) 
has been a means of augmenting 
their fiſhery to near double of 
what it was the laſt year. Two 
great ad vantges will accrue from 

this act; the one of encouraging 

great numbers of people to en- 
gage in the fiſhery, Which will 


enable 


341 
enable us to underſell dur rivals, 
the French, at the foreign 1 
kets, in that commodity; the 

other is of employing a great num- 
ber of our ſeamen, who have been 
oblig'd to go into the ſervice of 
other nations, for want of employ- 
ment in their OWN. 111 


There is no pranch of buſineſs 
that is carried to greater advan- 
tage to Great Britain than the 
cod-fiſhery in Nova Scotia; as it 
will employ a great a of 
veſſels, it will add very muck to 
the conſumption of the manufac- 
tare of this kingdom, ſuch as 
cordage, lail-cloth, Fnes, leads, 
, 
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, hoops, nets, Sc. and as it is 4 

cold climate, they will conſume 

: great quantities of our woolen 
manufacture 


'h time of peace with the In- 
dians there may be a very advan- 
tageous trade carried on with 
them for furs; and as the coun- 
try abounds: with tiraber, they 
may build great numbers of good 
ſhips; K a ſpecimen of which hag 
been already tried, of one of an 
hundred and thirty tons. 


But beſides the advantage of 
105 We ſhall, by ſettling Vave 


. over 


Kale, have all the advantages x 


1 
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over the French lonich War they 
would have over ours was it in 
their hands, as we ſhall be within 
ſixty leagues of Cape Breton; 

by keeping a few ſhips of war 
ſtationed at Halifax, we ſhall be 
able to diſtreſs their trade greatly, 
and ruin their fiſhery. Here we 
ſhall have a ſafe harbour to make 
up our fleets, and refreſh our men, 
within twodays fail of the French, 
ſhould we form any deſigns of at- 


tacking any of their ſettlements 
in that part of the world. 


In ſhort, by ſettling and forti- 
fying Mova Scotia, and keeping a 
ſquadron there „we may eaſily 


make 


— . —˖ —— 


EN yg. 
* res maſters of all 8 
North America, and engroſs all b 
the cod-fiſhery and fur-trade to 
ourſelves, as we have found by * 


experience, in the late War, that 


A __ deal more mig 
ſaid of the importance 1 
MF Scotia, but I believe the 3 | 
5 | going account (though imperfect) 
will be ſufficient to give thoſe that 
were not . acquainted with that 
country ſome idea of it; and as 
I have been ſeveral years in the _ 


i- . country, I am well knowing in 
2 every * I have win concerning 
y it. 
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